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11_1 . (U)  Poloff  delivered  Reftel  message  to  Drahomir  Stos,  Head 
of  the  Asia  Unit  at  Slovakia's  MFA,  on  March  18.  Stos  agreed 
with  the  U.S.  message  in  its  entirety  and  said  Slovakia  will 
absolutely  lend  its  support,  both  publicly  and  privately,  to 
UN  Special  Advisor  Gambari. 

VI.  (C)  Stos  explained  that  Slovakia  does  not  have  any 
commercial  or  cultural  ties  to  Burma  and  that  this  is  a 
purely  political  issue.  Slovakia,  along  with  its  EU  partners 
and  other  allies,  would  take  a tough  line  on  the  Burmese 
regime.  Stos  explained  that  China  supports  the  regime  for 
mainly  commercial  reasons,  and  India  supports  the  regime 
because  they  fear  the  crisis  that  would  surely  develop  if  a 
less  autocratic  regime  replaced  the  existing  one.  Stos  went 
on  to  describe  Burma  as  "another  Afghanistan"  and  "part  of 
the  world's  inheritance  from  the  British  Empire."  Stos 
estimated  there  are  90  or  more  national  minorities  in  Burma 
that  would  quickly  turn  against  each  other  if  Western-style 
democracy  were  introduced  tomorrow.  This,  he  said,  is  why  the 
need  for  "national  reconciliation"  is  always  highlighted  in 
Western  statements  on  Burma. 
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